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Madison to be a TA in the Latin class.”
As Sopa learned the language, he became
a key part of the university's newly-formed
Buddhist Studies program, the first of its
kind in the nation. “Nobody anywhere in any
university in the United States could teach
the way he taught.” Elder says. “His knowl-
edge of the text was unsurpassed anywhere
in the western hemisphere.”
As the program grew and more students
came to study with Sopa, he founded Deer
Park to meet the needs of a growing southern

lements of Tibetan art and

architecture with some components of sus-
tainable, “green” design. Four Tibetan arti-

sans from Lhasa, Tibet. will work on-site
later this year.

In Tibet, Sopa was one of thirty examiners
chosen to debate with the Dalai Lama during
the Dalai Lama’s final examinations. Sopa
received this honor even before he had
attained the ranking of geshe. Geshe (pro-
nounced gay-shay) is an honorific title, some-
what similar to a doctor of philosophy. It takes
approximately thirty years of study to achieve.

More about Deer Park

She served as his teaching assistant for
three years and was ordained as a Buddhist
nun in 1998, in the first group of Americans
to be ordained by Sopa.

Although he retired from the University
of Wisconsin in 1997 after thirty years, he
continues to teach at Deer Park and travel
worldwide. Ani Jampa estimates Geshe Sopa
helped produce over thirty graduates with
PhD degrees in Buddhist Studies.

Students of Tibetan Buddhism come from
all over the world to take a five-week sum-
mer course he teaches annually at Deer Park.
George Churinoff, a Buddhist monk
ordained for over 25 years, moved to

continued on next page —

Deer Park Buddhist Center offers classes for the public on various practices and philosophies
of Tibetan Buddhism on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm and a Sunday morning
meditation service with teachings from 10:00 am to noon. The center is located at 4548

Schneider Drive, just outside Oregon off Highway MM.




It is always nice to know
that the staff care about
me not only physically

but mentally as well”
—Lana, 30 year resident

Be]rnont

Nursing and
Rehablhmuon Center

Linda, LPN 15 yrs.

Lana, resident over 30 yrs.

Betty, CNA 16 yrs.

Vanessa, Activity Director 4 1/2 yrs.

Belmont Nursing and Rehab is:
* Dedicated to Quality Resident Service
* Has used no Pool or Agency Staff in 3 years

* Focused on the whole person

110 Belmont Road ¢ Madison, WI 53714  (608) 249-7391

willy sr et co-op

a narnral foods cooperative since 1974

1221 Williamson St. - open 8am-9pm
251-6776 « www.willystreet.coop

studies Sopa was an only child of. a fauﬁen
Normally, one son would be kept in the fam-
ily, since Buddhist monks take vows of
celibacy. But Sopa’s father was also very
religious. “He wanted his son to become a
spiritual leader,” Sopa says.

That aligned with Sopa’s own goals,
even at a young age. Some of his mother's
relatives were monks, and he would visit
them. “Sometimes in the big assembly hall,
there would be five hundred monks,” he
remembers. “1 would go to the balcony and
look down, and toward the end there were
many children, I wanted to be a monk.”

He entered the monastery, a day’s walk
from his home, when he was nine years old.

Sopa has not returned to Tibet since flee-
ing the country in 1959. He’s learned English
and gotten a driver’s license. He appreciates
the freedom we have here in the US,

“People can travel anywhere,” he says,
“People can speak even against the presi-
dent. This is the nature of a free country. Any
kind of religion, any kind of spiritual thing
you want to choose, there is no rejection.
Even if you don’t want to practice any reli-
gion. Even speaking freely is difficult in
other countries. America is very free.”

Debra Morrill is a freelance
writer living in Baraboo. She
can be reached at debramor-
rill@yahoo.com.
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